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by JEFF BING

Well, that certainly didn’t last long, 
did it?

I’m referring, of course, 
to the lavish praise with which I bathed 

Browns GM John Dorsey after the spectac-
ular job he did in his year-and-a-half on the 
job by making nothing but brilliant moves 
in bringing the Browns back to respectabil-
ity. I mean, I went “all in” with these guys. 
I even started to give Jimmy Haslam credit 

for not getting in Dorsey’s way.
And then this.
On the off-notion that you have nary 

an idea as to that which I refer (I’m trying 
to raise my writing game by throwing some 
rarely used words your way – but doubt it 
will help) I’m talking about the Browns' 
signing of running back and local “hero” 
Kareem Hunt to a contract. (Where’s 
Haslam when you need him?)

Did you hear the one about them 
signing Kareem because they wanted to 
strengthen their “kicking” game?

That, of course, comes courtesy of 

the local comedians who refer to the alle-
gation that Hunt beat and then kicked a 
19-year-old woman after she was on the 
ground. Hilarious. Maybe they’ll show the 
TMZ video of Hunt doing his thing on the 
scoreboard during the halftime at home 
games during the regular season.

Hunt has issues – clearly. He says 
he’s going to get help. Of course, he’s cur-
rently suspended from the NFL while they 
investigate his case. That couldn’t have 
influenced Hunt’s sudden need for “help” 
now, could it?

Browns’ ‘win at all costs’ 
approach should cost them fans

 » See BROWNS page 2

WHS senior named Ohio 
SADD student of the year

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Westlake High 
School senior 
Vince Sovacool 

was named the Ohio 
SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions) 
Student of the Year for his 
“passion, activities and 
creativity” in his local 
chapter, community and 
school.

In their nomination 
of Vince, his fellow WHS 
SADD members and advi-
sor Kathy McGinty called 
Vince an excellent friend 
and role model. They said 
he “embodies the SADD 
mission in his daily life 
and has never been shy 
about incorporating the 
SADD principles in the 
activities that are impor-
tant to him.”

Vince is the second 
member of his family to 
serve as a SADD officer – 
his sister Nora (WHS Class 
of 2017) served as an offi-
cer during the 2016-2017 

school year – and he has 
been active in the club all 
four years of high school. 
Among the projects Vince 
spearheaded or partici-
pated in during his time 
with SADD include:
• Presenting the "Gener-

ation Rx and pHarming 
Effects" curriculum to 
intermediate and high 
school students;

• Planning the Westshore 
Young Leaders annual 
Lock-In;

• Planning and coor-
dinating Red Ribbon 
Week;

• Presenting vaping 
education and peer 
prevention at WHS;

• Planning and present-
ing “Rock the Belt” 
activities at the inter-
mediate and middle 
schools.

In addition to his 
involvement with SADD, 
Vince takes an active role in 
working with students with 
special needs in the West-
lake City School District. 

Vince Sovacool, center, with fellow WHS SADD 
officers Molly Schillace, Allison Hook and 
Lindsey Jenkins.

Bay library 
design 
progresses

This conceptual drawing recreated from HBM Architects' presentation to Bay 
Village city leaders shows the first floor of the proposed branch building.
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by JOANNE PENKALSKI

Winter’s polar blast have you trapped inside? 
Did you know your Westlake Porter Public 
Library card gives you access to hours and 

hours of free digital media content through Hoopla, 
Kanopy, Acorn TV and Stingray Qello?

All these streaming services are available online 
or via apps for your mobile devices. 

Free digital entertainment 
with your WPPL card

A Burning Issue           
Tri-C program focuses on Cuyahoga River fire

An upcoming program at Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege will examine how the infamous Cuyahoga River 
fire of 1969 ignited an environmental revolution 

across the United States.
The topic is the focus of the latest “Learning for Life” 

lecture series program, taking place Thursday, Feb. 28, at 
Corporate College West.

The discussion will be led by David A. Bernatowicz, an 
associate professor of history at Tri-C. 

 » See RIVER page 2

by TARA WENDELL

Re p r e s e n t a -
tives from the 
Cuyahoga County 

Public Library and HBM 
Architects visited Bay Vil-
lage to present an update 
of the design process for 
the new branch library. 
Exterior and interior 
renderings, as well as 
site plans, were shared 
with the Cahoon Park 
trustees – the mayor and 
members of City Council 
– during the Feb. 4 coun-
cil meeting.

This was the first 
public glimpse of design 
drafts since last March. 
Those were rejected amid 
residents’ concerns that 
the architecture didn’t 
fit in with the style and 
structure of other build-
ings in the city.

 » See DESIGN page 8
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A rendering of the library's front, east-facing elevation. The building's white 
plank siding and stone work mirrors other structures in Bay.
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by CRISTINE HOFFMANN

The third annual Bay 
Alumni Madness fun-
draising bowling tour-

nament will be held Saturday, 
March 23, at 6:00 p.m. at Bay 
Lanes. Last year there were 
approximately 60 people at 
the event; 41 bowlers and the 
rest social. The net proceeds 
went to fund two college 
scholarships given out by Bay 
Alumni Foundation.

Early bird specials are 
$25 for a social ticket, $35 for 
a bowling ticket that includes 
two games and rental shoes. 
After Feb. 28, prices go up to 
$30 for a social ticket and $40 
for a bowling ticket.

There are two class 
awards given for the evening 
based on graduating class, 
most pins and the King Pin 

(most funds raised). Last year 
the Class of 1975 defended 
their title and had the best 
attendance and most pins 
(just like school, attendance 
counted), followed by the 
class of 1966 and class of 
1977. The Class of 1966 won 
the King Pin contest as they 
edged out the class of 1975 for 
most funds raised. The class 
of 1977 was third.

Other highlights:
• The classes with the best 

averages were 1970 (129); 
2011 (128) and 1977 (127).

• Bill Hill (1977) had the high 
game of 188.

• Van Peplin (1978) had high 
series 345 (2 games).

• Anne Marie Peacock (1966) 
had high game for women 
152.

• Jessica Parsons (1991) had 
high series for women 282 

(2 games). 
This event is more about 

catching up with old friends 
and seeing classmates who 
were not in your graduating 
year rather than competitive 
bowling. Last year the average 
score of all bowlers was 106 
with scores ranging from 51 to 
188. Not quite Bay High bowl-
ing team caliber, but every-
one had fun. No need to bowl 
as many people came to just 
socialize and enjoy the night.   

Last year all the par-
ticipants had a good time 
and returning to Bay Lanes 
brought back memories for 
most. This year we are trying 
to build on this event to 
raise even more scholarship 
money. So please, try to get 
some classmates together 
whether you bowl or not and 
make a mini-reunion out of 
the night with the benefit of 
helping Bay High students! 

For more information 
and to purchase tickets, visit 
bayalumni.com. Hope to see 
you there. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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Love the Observer?       

You can help us grow! 
We’re looking for a friendly, community-

minded individual who wants to earn extra 
income while promoting the Observer to 

local businesses.
Set your own schedule; work at your        

own pace.
Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 
Work with nice people and help support 
the most popular newspaper in Westlake 

and Bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: 
staff@wbvobserver.com.

The Hunt apologists 
(typically fans who want to 
win – right now – at any cost) 
say that “everyone deserves 
a second chance.” First of 
all, where is that written? 
It’s a convenient little catch-
phrase that’s bandied about 
whenever deemed neces-
sary, but I’m not exactly sure 
it’s a First Amendment right. 
And would you still be going 
with such a righteous stance 
if it was your sister, cousin 
or friend Hunt smacked 
around? Besides, this guy 
had been in trouble before 
this incident, so in reality 
the second-chance ship has 
already sailed. As have the 
third and fourth chance 
ships, so “stow it, Matey.”  

Then we hear about 
other “known” NFL crimi-
nals like Ray Lewis, Ben 
Roethlisberger, etc. and 
how these guys did “worse 
stuff” (oh, you mean like 
Jim Brown did?) and still 
play(ed). Isn’t that the kind 
of logic that your mother 
would respond with, “Just 
because Stevie does some-
thing wrong doesn’t make it 
okay for you to do the same!” 
I hated it when Mom zapped 
me with that silly “logic” 
stuff. Mostly because Stevie 
got away with it and I didn’t. 
But she was right.

The best justification 
though, has to be, “we’re all 
hypocrites when it comes 
to sports.” Can’t argue that. 
I remember a couple of 
decades ago when my team 
– the Indians – signed known 

wife-beater and first base-
man Wil Cordero. I believe 
my thought process at the 
time was something along 
the lines of, ”He did it with 
the White Sox and not with 
the Indians,” which I guess 
somehow made it less of a 
crime. You know, like when 
he crossed the state line into 
Ohio he gained some kind of 
sainthood or something.  

So how can I excuse 
my ignorance of those years 
passed? I can’t, other than to 
say I was young and stupid 
back then. Today, I am old 
and stupid just a little wiser, 
I hope.

We could have a whole 
discussion on how we – as 
a society – have ourselves 
created these “problem 
athletes” by placing them 
on a pedestal at an early age 
and then showering them 
with riches for playing a 
child’s game. It fosters an 
invincible, above-the-law 
mindset which they carry 
with them into adulthood. 
It shouldn’t happen, but it 
does. We can talk about that 
another time.

For now, I hope there’s 
a backlash surrounding the 
signing of Kareem Hunt. My 
guess is the Browns took the 
PR risk because the surge in 
“Browns fever” has been – 
much like Kareem Hunt’s 
actions – “monstrous.”

It will take some time for 
me to regain the enthusiasm 
I had for the Browns. It will 
return much quicker, how-
ever, if they right the wrong 
they committed in the name 
of “winning now” and do as 
the Kansas City Chiefs did: 
release Kareem Hunt. 

BROWNS      
from front page    

Each requires a simple 
account setup attached to 
your WPPL card to access a 
variety of TV shows, movies, 
documentaries and digital 
books and music.

Hoopla offers hundreds 
of thousands of movies, new 
release music from select top 
40 artists, ebooks, audiobooks 
and comic books that are 
always available for immedi-
ate checkout. Browse a large 
selection of TV series like 
Nickelodeon’s "Paw Patrol" 
and "Henry Danger," LEGO 
and Gaiam fitness videos. 
Checkout times vary with 
each item category and users 
can check out seven items per 
month.

Kanopy offers over 26,000 
films including educational 
content from perennial favor-
ites like PBS productions and 
"The Great Courses." Watch 
must-see classics from "The 
Criterion Collection" or 
indulge in festival indies and 
world cinema from award-
winning filmmakers across 
the globe. Users can checkout 
five videos per month.

Stingray Qello is your 
backstage pass to the music 
industry. It’s the world’s larg-
est on-demand collection 
of full-length concerts and 
music documentaries. With 
new releases every week, 
Stingray Qello content spans 
over 30 musical genres from 
classical to rock, reggae to 
country.  

And for the anglophile, 
Acorn TV offers commercial-
free programming from Brit-

ain and beyond featuring clas-
sics like "Midsomer Murders" 
alongside over 80 exclusives 
including current seasons of 
new hits like "A Place to Call 
Home" and "800 Words."

Acorn and Stingray 
are both offered under the 
RBdigital umbrella and can 
be accessed with the same 
account. Just login through 
our downloadables page at 
www.westlakelibrary.org for 
a renewable seven-day pass 
with unlimited access. RBdig-
ital also offers audiobooks 
(formerly OneClick Digital) 
and digital magazines (for-
merly Zinio).

And last but not least, we 
have Mobile Hotspots and 
Rokus available for checkout. 
Mobile Hotspots have a two-
week checkout and offer you 
a portable WiFi connection 
through Sprint. Roku sticks 
are available for one-week 
checkouts and each has over 
200 current movie releases 
available for streaming with 
a WiFi connection. Search for 
Roku in our online catalog 
to view a complete titles list 
for each stick. Our Rokus also 
have the Hoopla, Kanopy and 
Acorn TV apps preloaded for 
your convenience and are 
accessible with your account 
and borrowing limit.

So stay in, get comfort-
able and enjoy world-class 
entertainment with a few 
clicks of the remote or taps on 
your screen. For details, visit 
us online at www.westlake-
library.org or call us at 440-
871-2600 with questions or 
to schedule an appointment 
for one-on-one assistance to 
get you started. We’re so much 
more than books. 

WPPL              
from front page    

Bernatowicz frequent-
ly speaks on Cleveland’s 
industrial heritage – a past 
that created the polluted 
river that burst into flames. 

Images of the oil-
slicked Cuyahoga River on 
fire started a national con-
versation on environmental 
issues and contributed to 
the passage of the federal 
Clean Water Act in 1972.

The free program 
begins at 6 p.m. in room 112 
at Corporate College West, 
located at 25425 Center 
Ridge Road in Westlake. 
No registration is required. 
For more information, call 
216-987-5968.

The “Learning for 
Life” lecture series covers a 
range of topics important 
to the community. Visit 
www.tri-c.edu/Learning-
ForLife for a schedule of 
upcoming events. 

RIVER            
from front page    

Annual Alumni Madness 
at Bay Lanes on March 23
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by ANNALISE JOHNSON

Quantum Steam is Bay High 
School's robotics team led by 
physics teacher and advisor 

Michael Clifford and captain Matt Semler. 
It was formed last school year (2017-18) 
by the teacher and enthusiastic students. 

The team competes annually in 
the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC). 
This competition is known as the most 
intense available to high school students 
and has taught the team a lot about 
designing, building, programming and 
marketing the robot and team. The team 
also is active, and still building on, com-
munity outreach and science education 

and fundraising.
During the FRC competition, 

teams compete in a game specifically 
created for the season. This year's 
game is titled "Destination: Deep 
Space" and requires the players to 
load hatch panels and cargo, in the 
form of playground balls, onto the 
team's rocket and cargo hold to earn 
points in order to win the game. 

Competing teams are given six 
weeks after the official "Kick Off" to 
build and then have to bag up the 
robot until competition day. The team 
learned a lot in 2018 as rookies and is 
looking forward to FRC this spring.

Quantum Steam also has many 

projects in the community in the works. 
In the fall, the team annually holds its 
major fundraising and educational Sci-

ence Night, including the Spooky Science 
Lab and robot demonstration, just before 
Halloween. 

The team also participates in Bay's 
elementary school science fairs and pro-
vides demonstrations at such events or in 
school assemblies. 

The major fundraiser the team is 
currently holding is in collaboration 
with Graeter's in Crocker Park. Anyone 
can order ice cream, cakes, merchandise, 
and other items through a team member 
or online on the team website (tinyurl.
com/QuantumSteam); 20 percent of prof-
its from these sales will be given to the 
team. Orders are due by March 22 and can 
be picked up at Bay High School on April 
12 from 4-8 p.m.

FRC's Buckeye Regional in which the 
team will compete is held on March 27-30, 
2019 at Cleveland State University's Wol-
stein Center! Quantum Steam hopes to 
have a lot of support this season and next. 
The team will be expanding community 
outreach and inclusion with your help. 

Bay High students in top-
level robotics competition

Students work on the robot inside and 
out. From left: Khaled Hamil, Patrick 
Brophy, Matt Semler.

Kathryn Eyring, producer  
of Aging Gracefully TV

 22701 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116

T H E N O R M A N D Y. C O M 

Jack Nemecek, Fitness  
and Nutrition Coach

Sha’Ran Marshall, CEO  
and Artistic Director of Dance

Julie Wise, Registered Dietitian  
Nutritionist and Certified Diabetes 
Educator with University Hospitals

Melissa Renner, founder of  
Active For Life Fitness and exercise 

practitioner/fitness professional

Meet the Panel:

Empowering U  
Lunch and Learn 
Where: Avalon Hall, Breakwater Apartments 
When: Saturday, February 23, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
 

RSVP: to Kim Zdanowicz at kim@thenormandy.com  
or call 440.333.5401 and select 3 for Breakwater
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V I S I T  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  T O  L E A R N  M O R E

 by ELISA FELICI

Come raise a glass, raise the roof 
with The Feedbacks Band, and 
raise money for a great cause 

on Friday, Feb. 22, kicking off at 9 p.m. 
at Panini’s Westlake! Bay Village native 
Emma Jarvi and friends are hosting the 
evening’s festivities, with a $10 cover that 
includes a drink ticket (beer, wine, well 

drinks), 50/50 raffles and auction baskets, 
and live music. All proceeds go toward 
Emma’s volunteer trip this summer to 
India, as part of the Global Autism Project.

Food will also be available from the 
regular Panini’s menu. Live music will 
be provided by The Feedbacks, one of 
Cleveland’s best classic rock bands who 
promise to keep the tunes going all night. 
This event runs from 9 p.m. to midnight 

and is open to the public. Panini’s is located 
at 23800 Detroit Road.

Emma, a 2014 graduate of Bay High, 
has a teaching degree from Ohio University 
and is now completing her master’s degree 
in special education/applied behavior 
analysis. She is very excited to be headed 
to India, where she will share her skills to 
help train teachers at a small school for 
autistic children in Bangalore, as part of 

the Global Autism Project.  
“I have loved working with special 

needs kids since I went to summer camp as 
a volunteer and knew this is what I wanted 
to do,” said Emma. “I am so excited to help 
other kids who don't always have access to 
resources and understanding.”  

As a volunteer, Emma had to com-
plete a rigorous application process and 
now needs to raise her travel and school 
resource costs. Come join the party and 
help raise some money for a wonderful 
cause on Feb. 22 at Panini’s. 

A night out for Global Autism Project

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
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by KAREN DERBY

Bay High School students 
garnered a total of 27 
writing awards in the 

Regional Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards competition 
held at the Cleveland Institute 
of Art.

Eight Gold Key award-
winning works by five of the 
student writers will be for-
warded to the national-level 
competition held in New York 
City.

The Gold Keys go to Bay 
High seniors Megan Hunting-
ton (poetry, “Papa Poems”); 
Cate Kapalczynski (personal 
essay/memoir and American 
Voices Nominee, “The Phoenix” 
and poetry, “Jacket”); Christina 
Randazzo (poetry, “Generation 
Z”); junior Elizabeth Holup 
(poetry, “The Colors of You” 
and “Unfinished Business” 

and humor, “What Makes Odd 
Numbers Odd, Anyway?”); and 
sophomore Kendall Thomas 
(short story, “One More Day”). 
These top award-winning 
works demonstrate the high-
est levels of achievement in 

originality, personal voice and 
technical skills.

Nine Silver Key awards 
went to seniors Maggie Allen 
(writing portfolio, “The Vast-
ness To Be Found In Ohio’s 
Corners: A Reckoning”); Court-

ney Brewer (poetry, “Antique 
Button”); Megan Huntington 
(poetry, “Fish In A Dream” and 
“Panic Attack); Cate Kapalc-
zynski (poetry, “when i realized 
i love you more than myself”); 
Christina Randazzo (poetry, 

“The Quilt”); junior Eliza-
beth Holup (poetry, “Remix” 
and critical essay, “Alienation 
Throughout Literature: A Case 
Study”); and sophomore James 
Lyons (short story, “1 AM”).

Ten Honorable Mention 
awards were given to seniors 
Megan Huntington (poetry, 
“The Truths I have Buried”); 
Christina Randazzo (poetry, 
“Chalk Board” and “It Would 
Be a Beautiful Life”); juniors 
Jacob Dodd (poetry, “Fever 
Dreaming”); Elizabeth Holup 
(poetry, “The Bargain” and 
“Something Suspicious”); 
Chris Nagel (dramatic script, 
“Wings of Darkness”); Audrey 
Ray (poetry, “AIDS”); Juliana 
Reising (poetry, “Carnival of 
Hell”); and sophomore James 
Lyons (critical essay, “Designer 
Babies”).

Writing instructors are 
Erin Beirne and Kristen Srsen 
Kenney. Enjoy these wonder-
ful works of literature online at 
the Cleveland Institute of Art 
website: www.cia.edu/files/
resources/19scholasticibook2.
pdf. 

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

New patients Welcome!
Emergencies Welcome!

Offering exceptional care for you and your family.

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

 join our practice.

Call us for an appointment today.

Bay High School writers win 27 awards at 
Scholastic Arts & Writing Regional competition

From left, front row: Juliana Reising, Chris Nagel, Cate Kapalczynski, Christina Randazzo, 
Audrey Ray; middle row: Maggie Allen, Megan Huntington, Courtney Brewer; back row: 
James Lyons, Jacob Dodd, Kendall Thomas and Elizabeth Holup.

by TJ GERRETT

When Audrey Saccardi, a 
Westlake resident, retired 
from her career at Key 

Bank a few years back she began to 
look for volunteer opportunities to 
help fill her days. She decided to join 
a team of three other volunteers from 
Westlake that drive cancer patients 
to their treatment. This was a no-
brainer for Saccardi – she had just 
finished her own battle with cancer 
two years earlier.

In February 2014, Saccardi was 
diagnosed with a rare cancer called 
Primary Peritoneal and went through 
a series of chemotherapy, surgery, 
then chemotherapy again to remove 
the disease. While she felt lucky to 
have a sister-in-law nearby who 
helped drive her to treatments, she 
noticed that not everyone was so 
fortunate. She heard hospital staff 
talking with other patients about 
transportation options for when they 

did not have family available to help. 
This is how she learned about the 
American Cancer Society’s transpor-
tation service called Road To Recov-
ery.

The Road To Recovery program 
provides free transportation to 
cancer patients who need assistance 
getting to and from their treatment-
related appointments. The program 
is dependent on local volunteers who 
are willing to donate some time and 
their passenger seat to get people 
from their community to treatment 
centers.

“I personally find this volunteer 
experience rewarding,” said Saccardi. 
“One of the most memorable experi-
ences I have is from when I was driv-
ing a gentleman to his treatment and 
his wife came with us. His wife had 
only recently completed her own 
cancer treatment, but she wanted to 
be there to support him. I think that 
the back-to-back cancer diagnoses 
put a strain on the couple, so they 

had to turn to the Road To Recovery 
program for help.”

The program is in need of more 
volunteers from Westlake, Bay Vil-
lage and surrounding areas. There 
has been an increase in ride requests 
coming from the area and a few more 
volunteers can help meet the needs 
of the community.

Volunteers must have a valid 
driver’s license, a good driving 
record, a safe and reliable vehicle, 
access to the internet, and flexible 
weekday availability. The American 
Cancer Society will complete a back-
ground check on all drivers and pro-
vide a volunteer training.

For more information about 
becoming a Road To Recover volun-
teer, contact TJ Gerrett at 888-227-
6446, ext. 1106, or Torrie.Gerrett@
cancer.org. Cancer patients and care-
givers who want more information 
on transportation services can call 
the American Cancer Society 24-hour 
hotline at 1-800-227-2345. 

American Cancer Society seeking volunteer drivers

by FRAN JENSEN

The Westlake Early Childhood PTA 
(WECPTA) will hold its spring Kiddie Kloset 
kids resale event on Saturday, March 23, from 
8:00 a.m. to noon. The event will be held at 
Westlake High School, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

As an incentive to shop the Kiddie Kloset 
early this year, everyone that pays for early-
bird admission between 8:00-9:00 a.m. will 
be entered into a drawing for a $50 Target gift 
certificate. The winner will be drawn at 9:15 
a.m. and must be present to win.

The sale will feature gently used baby 
items, kids clothing, toys, games, furniture 
and maternity clothes. We will again be fea-
turing a big item area.

Admission is $5 for the early-bird pre-
view from 8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m. and $1 for 
entrance from 9:00 a.m-noon. Cash sales 
only. Please, no bills larger than $20. Small 
bills appreciated at the door. 

For more information, visit wecpta.org/
kiddiekloset. 

Westlake Kiddie Kloset 
kids resale is March 23
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesdays, Feb. 20 and 27 (10:15 
& 11 a.m.) LET’S SING AND DANCE! 
– Sing and move to the music with Miss 
Nancy! For children ages 2-6 with a 
caregiver. Please arrive early to receive 
a ticket.

Wednesdays, Feb. 20 and 27 (4-5:30 
p.m.) and Thursdays, February 21 
and 28 (6:30-8 p.m.) BOW WOW 
BOOKS – Stop by Youth Services to 
sign up for a 10-minute reading time 
with a reading therapy dog. Registration 
begins each Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. 
and Thursday at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 20 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
RECYCLING: CURRENT AND FUTURE 
TECHNOLOGIES – Recycling is a lot 
more than sorting out bottles, paper 
and cans. Join Dr. Joel Keller as he 
teaches us all about the processes of 
recycling. What can be recycled? How 
do our communities currently handle 
recycling? Do those blue and green bins 
at the end of the driveway really work? 
And going forward, what are some 
recycling systems we can look to in the 
future? Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 21 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINESS LUNCH & LEARN: 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT BASICS – 
Learn what financial statements are, 
why they are important, and how they 
are used in the process of running a 
business. Good bookkeeping and 
financial management are critical to 
the health of a business. Please register.

Thursdays, Feb. 21 and 28 (4-5 p.m.) 
CODE CLUB! – Learn how to build an 
app, design a video game, and change 
the world through code! Grades 3-4. 
Registration begins one week before 
each session.

Thursday, Feb. 21 (6:30 p.m., Pre-
school session) and Friday, Feb. 22 
(9:30 a.m., Preschool session; 11:30 
a.m., Toddler Session) TEACH ME 

TO PLAY – A play-based program for 
families and their children (Toddler: 
ages 18 months-2 years and Preschool: 
ages 3-6 years) who are struggling in an 
area of development. Diverse opportu-
nities for learning are provided, with an 
emphasis on facilitating communica-
tion, practicing social interactions and 
responding to behaviors in a positive 
way. Register at connectingforkids.org/
register or call 440-570-5908.

Friday, Feb. 22 (10 a.m.-noon) FIBER 
FANATICS – A time for needlecrafters 
to share, solve problems and show off.

Friday, Feb. 22 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
LITTLE HANDS ART – Nurture your 
child’s creative side with this hands-
on program featuring a story, craft and 
music. For children ages 3-5 and their 
caregiver. Please register.

Saturday, Feb. 23 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
GRANTS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPE-
CIAL NEEDS – Would you like to apply 
for a grant to help fund your child’s 
therapies, camps or equipment needs 
but aren’t sure where to begin? Join Julie 
K. Robie of Community Fund Manage-
ment Foundation (CFMF) as she takes 
participants step-by-step through the 
process of applying for CFMF Acces-
sibility Grants and CFMF Education, 
Therapy, and Services Grants. Also, Amy 
Clawson of Ohio Family 2 Family will 
present how to create your child’s medi-
cal summary and how to write a vision 
statement to supplement your grant 
applications and other uses. Families 
are encouraged to bring a laptop or 
other device to begin their application. 
To register visit connectingforkids.org/
register or call 440-570-5908.

Saturday, Feb. 23 (2-4 p.m.) CARRY 
OUT CRAFTS – Stop by the Youth Ser-
vices Department to see our featured 
craft. We have all the supplies you’ll 
need to create something fantastic!

Saturday, Feb. 23 (3-5 p.m.) ANIME 

CLUB – A great club for anime and 
manga lovers! All otakus and newbies 
are welcome! Grades 7 to adult.

Sunday, Feb. 24 (2-4 p.m.) CHESS 
CLUB – Hone your chess skills or learn 
how to play the game. Recommended 
for ages 6+, but all ages are welcome. 
If you have a chess set, please bring it 
with you.

Monday, Feb. 25 (12:30-1:30 p.m.) 
SENIOR STORYTIME: LOVENOTES – 
Join us for short stories read by librar-
ians that will warm your heart with 
love and happiness. Bring a brown bag 
lunch if you wish! Please register.

Monday, Feb. 25 (2-3 p.m.) 19TH 
CENTURY MOURNING RITUALS – 
Lysa Stanton of the Westlake Histori-
cal Society will discuss 19th-century 
mourning rituals and how our ances-
tors understood the grieving process. 
Some of these rituals may sound famil-
iar to us and many will strike us as a 
little out of the ordinary. Please register.

Monday, Feb. 25 (3:30-5:30 p.m.) 
TEEN LOUNGE – Need a place to hang 
out after school? We have computers, 
video games, board games, snacks and 
more! For grades 7-12 only.

Monday, Feb. 25 (4-5 p.m.) LEARN-
ING CENTERS – Learn about science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and math 
using STEAM kits set up in stations 
around the PC Lab. Space is limited for 
each weekly session. Grades 4-5. Reg-
istration begins one week before each 
session.

Monday, Feb. 25 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND SHIPWRECKS 
– Carrie Sowden, Archaeological Direc-
tor of the National Museum of the Great 
Lakes, will outline the steps it takes to 
find and then investigate shipwrecks. At 
each step of the process, we will high-
light a shipwreck lost in Lake Erie. This 
program will give a good understanding 
of Great Lakes shipwrecks, the science 
behind archaeology, and the need to 
preserve these historic vessels. Please 
register.

Tuesday, Feb. 26 (10-11 a.m.) FIND-

ING YOUR NEXT BOOK WITH NOV-
ELIST AND GOODREADS – Are you 
an avid reader looking for your next 
book? Come learn about how to use 
the library database NoveList and the 
popular website Goodreads to find your 
next book, keep track of your reading 
selections, and more! Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 26 (2-3:30 p.m.) CON-
VERSATIONAL SPANISH – Join us to 
learn Spanish vocabulary and pronun-
ciation with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, Feb. 26 (6-8:45 p.m.) CPR 
– CPR and AED certification for adult, 
child and infant. Instruction by certi-
fied instructor/paramedic Ken Hehnen. 
Must be at least 13 years old. Please 
register.

Tuesday, Feb. 26 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
WESTLAKE WESTSHORE ARTS 
COUNCIL – “Catch a Rising Star” from 
Baldwin Wallace University.

Wednesday, Feb. 27 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The February selec-
tion is "Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand" 
by Helen Simonson.

Wednesday, Feb. 27 (3:45-5 p.m.) 
TWEEN SCENE – Drop in after school 
to play board games and video games 
with your friends. Snacks will be pro-
vided. For students in grades 5-6.

Wednesday, Feb. 27 (6:30-8 p.m.) 
IS STARTING A NONPROFIT RIGHT 
FOR YOU? – Join Dave Holmes from 
the Foundation Center as he shares the 
steps required to start a nonprofit and 
common misconceptions about the 
process, as well as alternative options 
that can help you achieve your chari-
table dreams. Please register.

Thursday, Feb. 28 (11 a.m.-noon) 
CRAFTY ADULTS – Create art of your 
own based on the work of a famous 
artist or holiday. Specifically for adults 
with developmental or intellectual dis-
abilities. Join us after the program for a 
bring-your-own lunch with attendees.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.evanced.info 
or call 440-871-2600. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
Upcoming events  

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

If you can't make it to New Orleans 
this February, BAYarts has a Mardi 
Gras party you'll want to attend. Born 

out of talks between Pam Mills (BAYarts 
Special Projects) and Scott Pohlkamp 
(BAYarts board member) the event is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 2.

"Scott Pohlkamp has always enjoyed 
hosting Mardi Gras parties," explains 
Mills. "He thought it would be a fun late-
winter event at BAYarts, giving guests 
the opportunity to experience the newly 
renovated Phase One of the former Play-
house."

Mills has planned both good food 
and live music, with a few other surpris-
es. "The Zydeco Kings will set the scene 
with their 'kick up your heels' Louisiana 
inspired music. Our MC Scott Pohlkamp 
will be leading a famous Second Line 
parade. Matt Ullom of Sweet Melissa is 

providing a New Orleans inspired menu 
including Chicken Andouille Jambalaya 
... vegetarian choices included. Masks 
will be included or bring your own mas-
terpiece!"

Meanwhile, Pohlkamp is also bring-
ing his energy and enthusiasm to the 
event. "Since I moved here from Louisi-
ana, it's always been a challenge to find 
a zydeco band and a good Mardi Gras 
party. We are doing both! We're going 
to create an authentic N'awlins French 
Quarter atmosphere with food, music, 
beads and masks – just bring a smile. 
Laissez les bons temps rouler – let the 
good times roll!"

The money raised from the fund-
raiser will go toward more renovations 
of the former Playhouse. BAYarts general 
manager and Playhouse project manager 
Beth Milli grew up in Bay Village and says, 
"It's inspiring to see the old Playhouse 
come to life in a whole new way." There 

are 12,000 square feet in the building, 
which means there is a lot of room for 
growth in terms of classrooms and event 
space.

"The expansion continues on," 
shares BAYarts Executive Director Nancy 
Heaton. "Future phases include the west-
end barn, an exterior deck overlooking 
Porter Creek and modern improvements 
to the facade."

Included in Phase One was an over-
haul of the entire electrical system, a new 
fire alarm and a sprinkler system addi-
tion. The front entrance, bathrooms and 
Hearth Room were all renovated.

"Phase One opened on schedule in 
January with a diverse offering of classes 
including jewelry making, fabric art, 
painting and writing classes," shares Milli. 
"The Hearth Room, once used as a place 
for theater patrons to enjoy refreshments 
during intermission, just needed a little 
BAYarts magic to realize its full potential. 

Windows were added to either side of the 
large stone fireplace and drywall hung 
to add light and warmth to the room. 
Students love the new space and can't 
wait for spring to enjoy the adjacent patio 
that overlooks the park valley and Porter 
Creek. It's a unique space that's sure to 
inspire creativity for years to come."

Heaton has said that she will be 
announcing a town hall gathering this 
spring to share the latest ongoing plans 
and get more community feedback. 
Through it all, she says a partnership of 
the shared area remains strong. "BAYarts 
continues to work closely with Cleveland 
Metroparks on the overall footprint of the 
campus, connecting the building through 
green space and natural elements."

Used both as a classroom and event 
space, the new Hearth Room was recently 
used for the BAYarts SOUPer Bowl event. 
It will be the same space used for Mardi 
Gras, providing plenty of room for the 
band, food and the party goers.

Tickets for the "fun-raiser" are $55 
each and are available at  bayarts.net. 

BAYarts' Mardi Gras to benefit renovations
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

When individuals have 
a question about a 
building in Westlake 

one place they look for answers 
is Westlake City Hall. If it is an 
older building they tend to get 
referred to the Westlake Plan-
ning Department, where I work 
as assistant planning director.

Descendants of Milo 
Kutchin showed up one day 
with a number of family pic-
tures. I believe they knew that 
Milo had lived on First Street 
and that he had run a drug store 
on Dover Center Road near the 
railroad tracks in the early 20th 
century. Most tantalizing was 
a photograph of a trim brick 
building complete with a phar-
macy trade sign consisting of 
an over-sized mortar and pestle 
mounted on a pole in the side-
walk. The question they posed: 
Could this building have been 
located in Dover?

The house was easy to find. 
Milo owned the home at 26986 
First Street which passed to his 
wife, Edith, and son, Robert 
Wing Kutchin, upon Milo’s 
death in 1944. One of the other 
photographs shows Milo in shirt 
sleeves with a 1920s era, styl-
ishly dressed woman in front of 
his store. Signs advertised Medi-
cine and Ice Cream – clearly a 
drug store. Another photograph 
from about the same time has 
three men standing in front of 
the same store with an early 
automobile and Dover Lumber 
Company in the background.

The location of the store in 
relation to the lumber company 
places it at what is today the 
Copper Cup, Ironwood’s annex, 
at 676 Dover Center Road. It is 
most likely the same building 
remodeled with a brick façade 
because a 1927 plat book puts 
a building in the exact same 
location and the county lists 
the construction date of the 
current building as 1921.

Milo was born in Omro, 
Winnebago County, Wisconsin 
in 1875. He attended four years 
of college. He married Alyce 
Wing, a 20-year-old music 
teacher, in Mississippi in 1900. 

Her father was an editor and 
publisher who had been born 
in New York. In 1908, Milo and 
Alyce are living on Willow Street 

in Appleton, Wisconsin, and he 
is selling drugs and druggist 
sundries on Railroad Street a 
few blocks away.  

By 1910 they are living on 
Cedar Street, near a railroad 
line in Eland, Wisconsin, and 
he is a retail merchant in drugs. 
Does anyone see a pattern 
here?  The brick building with 
the mortar-and-pestle sign 
in the  photograph was most 
likely in one of these Wisconsin 
towns. The trade sign was a way 
to advertise his services to non-
English-speaking immigrants.

Milo’s WWI draft card has 

he and Alyce living on West 4th 
Avenue in Columbus, Ohio, 
and a city directory at that time 
has him employed as a “Com. 

Trav.” at 1396 Neil Ave. The 
1920 Census has him and Alyce 
living on West 4th with their 
8-year-old son Robert, and he 
is employed in “Commercial 

Travel” (traveling salesman?) 
for a wholesale dairy company. 
She is employed as a sales-
woman with Corect Co. Tragi-
cally Alyce died in 1924 and 
she is buried with her family in 
Mobile, Alabama.

In 1925 Milo married the 
divorced Mrs. Edith Bell, in 
Euclid, Ohio, and they pur-
chased 26986 First Street 
in Dover in 1926. The 1930 
Census has them living with 
Robert who is now 19, on First 
Street, and Milo is employed 
as a wage or salary worker as a 
salesman for a drug company. 
Their home is worth $2,000 
and they own a radio (a census 
question at that time). The 1940 
Census lists their home’s worth 
as $3,500 and his annual salary 

as $2,000.
When Milo died in 1944 his 

funeral services were held at 
the Clifford Pease funeral home 
(which is currently known as 

Jenkins Funeral Chapel in 
Westlake). Condolences were 
extended to his wife Edith, son 
Robert, and grandson Danny. 
Edith died in 1971; she is buried 
with Milo in Omro, Wisconsin.

The family also shared a 
photograph of Robert Wing 
Kutchin and Robert Daniel 
Kutchin taken about 1955 on 
Easter Sunday in front of the 
circa 1853 Dover Methodist 
Church, 27330 Center Ridge 
Road. The building still stands 
across Center Ridge from Porter 
Library as the offices of a land-
scape architect. Pictured with 
them are Robert Wing Kutchin’s 
wife, Mary, and their daughter, 
Patricia.

Milo Kutchin’s life illus-
trates the impact that the rail-
road had on mobility, migration 
and retail during the late 19th 
and early 20th century in the 
American Midwest. 
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CAR WASH NOW OPEN
Under the New Ownership of Local Westlake Residents

30760 Center Ridge Rd. • Corner of Bradley Road in Westlake
EVERY DAY 6am-11pm

Offering Only
The Best

Products From
Blue Coral, 

including Rain-X

100%
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEE...

ALWAYS!

Mon. - 01/28/2019 - 4:41:36 AM      3149029320

 Advertise with Valpak of West Cleveland, (440) 499-6761 ©VPDMS, Inc. 2/2019. Open more great neighborhood deals at valpak.com!     3149029320

Final Visual
Sales Rep:
mcunningham

THIS IS A FINAL VISUAL OF YOUR AD. COLORS & Trim DISPLAYED HERE WILL NOT MATCH THE PRINTED AD EXACTLY.
This is not an opportunity to make changes. Thank you for choosing Valpak® Direct Marketing Systems, Inc. (“Valpak®”).

Since 1948

We specialize in creating beautiful home 
makeovers by providing experienced 

professional design services and  
quality craftsmanship.

We carry all the popular name brands  
from Woodmode to Corian.

Visit our 
showroom!

5218 Detroit Ave. • Cleveland • 216-651-5800 • www.breits.com
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Breit’s
KITCHENS & MORE

We specialize in creating beautiful kitchen 
make-overs providing experienced, professional, 

design services and quality craftsmanship. 
BOB BREITENBACH

Bay Village Resident
216-651-5800  www.breits.com

5218 Detroit Road, Cleveland, OH 44102

Tracing Milo Kutchin's travels through 
Wisconsin, Columbus and Dover, Ohio

DIGGING DOVER

Milo's former home at 
26986 First St. in Westlake. 
The exterior received a 
recent freshening up.

A 1927 Hopkins Plat book shows Milo Kutchin's drug store 
next to Dover Lumber Company.

Three young men in front of 676 Dover 
Center Road circa 1928 with Dover 
Lumber Company in the background.

The former site of Kutchin's drug store at 
676 Dover Center Road is now the Copper 
Cup, Ironwood's annex.

M.C. Kutchin in front of his drug 
store at 676 Dover Center, circa 
1930.

Robert Wing Kutchin with his wife, Mary, and their children, 
Robert Daniel and Patricia, in front of Dover Methodist 
Church in about 1955.
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Citizens have 
joined in writing, 
photographing 

and delivering this 
unique community 

news project. 

1,053



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 19 FEBRUARY 2019 7

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.
©2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

GIVE YOUR CHILD AN 

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE 

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!

Start giving your kids all the advantages of Kumon.
To learn more, we invite you to schedule a Free Placement Test today.

Enroll them in Kumon today!
Enrolling your kids at a Kumon Center allows them to gain the full 

benefits of the Kumon Math and Reading Program, including having an 
instructor there to guide, motivate, and encourage them.

Kumon Math and Reading Center of Westlake
26583 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

440.892.9999
kumon.com/westlake-oh

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

ONeillHC.com

It’s time to eat!
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 | 2:00 p.m.

Join us for a free Fat Tuesday celebration 
filled with Paczki, King Cake and 
entertainment.

605 Bradley Road
Front Lobby

Please RSVP to Kayleen Wilson 
at 440-348-5424 by March 1, 2019

by KAREN DERBY

Char Shryock, curriculum direc-
tor for the Bay Village Schools, 
is known to dive deeply into just 

about any project or initiative in which 
she’s involved. Her passion for educat-
ing children has her regularly meeting 
with teachers to select the best learning 
materials to meet educational standards, 
to study best practices for teaching and 
learning, and to formulate measures that 
quantify what students have learned, as 
well as where they need to keep trying.

If that sounds like a scientific 
approach to a field that many consider 
an art, it is one that comes naturally to 
this daughter of a science teacher who 
then grew up to be a science teacher her-
self. It seems inevitable that she would 
be recognized as a leading advocate for 
science education, as she was last month 
by the Science Education Council of Ohio 
(SECO) who presented her with their 
Administrator Award for Leadership in 
Science Education.

“My summer vacations were spent 
camping and exploring state and national 
parks throughout the country,” she said. 

“I have always been a scientist.”
In Bay Village, Shryock has devel-

oped partnerships with the Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center (LENSC), and 
she obtained grant funding through Ohio 
SeaGrant, Holden Arboretum, Ohio EPA, 
the Gund Foundation and the Bay Village 
Education Foundation to develop science 
education programs for both students 
and teachers. One exhibit now at LENSC 
on Climate Literacy makes local connec-
tions to climate change. Shryock also 
developed a two-year course focusing on 
Climate Literacy across all content areas.

Her grown-up summers are still 
spent exploring and getting her hands 
dirty. “This will be my fifteenth summer 
as a field archaeologist for the Cleveland 
Museum of Natural History,” she said. 
“It is a time for me each year to feed my 
‘science soul’ and work with other arche-
ologists on answering questions about 
Ohio’s prehistoric past.” Shryock says she 
has worked on sites dating back to 2000 
B.C. and helped identify housing struc-
tures, ceremonial sites, cultural artifacts 
and evidence of past hunter gathering 
experiences.

She has used these field experiences 

to develop authentic math 
and science activities for the 
classroom. Her exploration 
experiences, in addition to 
her formal education and 
professional experience, 
have been a foundation 
for her work with the Ohio 
Department of Education. 
Shryock has served in a wide 
variety of state-level leader-
ship roles that helped shape 
Ohio Learning Standards for 
Science, Ohio model science 
curriculums and state test 
measures.

Bay Village Schools 
Superintendent Jodie Haus-
mann attended the SECO 
awards ceremony in Janu-
ary. “I cannot think of a more 
deserving person than Char for this rec-
ognition,” she said. “I am so happy that 
her many talents in this area have been 
honored and recognized.”

Even as the district’s curriculum 
director, Shryock teaches an integrated 
science/literacy/math lesson once a 
week to kindergartners, sparking that 

flame of curiosity in the natural world 
around us.

“I believe all children deserve the 
opportunity to experience high quality 
science education and have opportuni-
ties to participate in authentic science 
activities,” she said, adding, “All kinder-
gartners are scientists!” 

Bay Schools administrator wins award 
for science education leadership

Bay Village Schools Director of Curriculum 
Char Shryock (left) is joined by Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann in accepting the SECO 
Administrator Award for Leadership in     
Science Education.
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by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Deb, my neigh-
bor, found a litter of kit-
tens. The mother, a ropey 

black-and-white feral, was a 
neighborhood darling. “A work-
ing girl,” Deb said proudly, as 
she kept garden mice in check.

We called the Cleveland 
Animal Protective League for 
help. “The kittens need to 
be socialized, neutered and 
adopted; the mother, spayed 
and released,” we were told.

I’m cat-allergy exhibit A-Z: 
rash, runny nose, itchy eyes, 
coughing, sneezing, wheezing. 
After visiting cat homes, it takes 
me days to breathe normally. 
Deb handed me a kitten, the 
silky hair, wicked pupils, elec-
trifying purring. In seconds, I 
was kitten-hooked.

The kittens moved into my 
house. Within a week, I was on 
five drugs.

One-third of Americans 

are allergic to dogs or cats; two-
thirds of families own pets. Our 
paths will cross. Pet allergy is a 
huge public health concern.

So, what’s making us 
sneeze? The answer: not hair.

Allergens are the animal 
proteins allergy sufferers react 
to. There are many different 
types. The major sources: urine, 
saliva (spit) and dander (skin). 
The most common cat allergen 
comes from the skin’s oil glands. 
The most common dog allergen, 
saliva.

It belies a true “hypoal-
lergenic” animal. People are 
allergic to different animal 
components. No breed is free 
of allergens.  

Hair, coated with spit, skin 
and excretion, works as a vehicle 
that spreads allergens around. 
Unfortunately, allergens, micro-
scopic in size, travel equally well 
on dust particles, settle deep 
in furniture, carpet, clothing. 
They can take weeks to months, 

sometimes years, to 
disintegrate.

The National 
Survey of Lead and 
Allergens in Housing 
analyzed “vacuum-
collected dust sam-
ples” from hundreds 
of homes. While half 
of households have no pets, 
“dog and cat allergens were 
detected in 100% and 99.9% of 
homes, respectively.” It shows 
pervasive allergen transport on 
clothing.

Heck, a similar study done 
in living quarters in Antarctica – 
where no cats ever existed – also 
found cat allergens.

Therefore, it’s almost 
impossible to “outrun” pet 
allergens, but you can reduce 
the intensity of exposure.
1. Before visiting your cats-

in-law, take antihistamines 
and maybe OTC steroid nose 
spray (the latter takes hours 
to days to work). Carry an 
asthma inhaler.

2. Stay clear of carpeted areas 
and cat-sofas. Kitchen are 
my favorite hangout.

3. Upon returning home, 

everybody showers. Wash all 
clothes to minimize aller-
gens spreading in your own 
home.

4. If you have cats and cat aller-
gy – and you’d sooner get rid 
of your doctor who nags 
about your cats, than the 
cats – consider desensitiza-
tion shots. Given as injection 
or liquid under tongue, it 
may help, but takes months 
to effect, year(s) to maxi-
mum effect. 

5. Your in-law Sneezy is visit-
ing. Cleaning can be tricky. 
Vacuums trap large particles 
like hair and dust, but not 
allergens. Vacuuming sucks 
in and blows allergens back 
into the air, like a dust storm 
of microscopic napalm. Your 
guest could be sneezing with 
the first breath they take. 

HEPA filters may help. Clean 
early.

The kitties thrived and 
went to good homes. Working 
Girl was spayed, vaccinated 
(APL's “Trap-Neuter-Return” 
program, for $20). And free to 
roam. Amazingly, Deb and only 
Deb can get near and pet her.

“What greater gift than the 
love of a cat,” Charles Dickens 
said. Another great gift: breath-
ing through your nose again.  

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Surviving pet allergies

by TARA MCGUINNESS

CHILDREN
Weekly Storytimes:
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 a.m.) 

TODDLER STORYTIME – ages 
19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY 
STORYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY 
AND ME STORYTIME – ages 
birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 3-5 
(not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m. and 11 a.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – for all ages

Wednesday, Feb. 20 (3:15 p.m.) 
STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER – 
Ages 2-5: Join us for a stuffed animal 
sleepover party for stories, crafts and 
activities when you pick up your 
favorite stuffed friend. One stuffed 
animal per child.

Thursday, Feb. 21 (4 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN GIRL: JULIE – Learn about the 
times and cultures represented by 
the dolls. Feel free to bring your doll 
to the program if you have one.

Saturday, Feb. 23 (10 a.m.) WON-
DERFUL WORLD OF BUBBLES – 
Prepare to be amazed at this spec-
tacular show! You won’t believe your 
eyes as the Bubble Lady herself cre-
ates bubbles like you’ve never seen 
before!

Monday, March 4 (11 a.m.) HOME-
SCHOOL: SPRAY BOTTLE ART – 
Spray your boredom away! Make 
your own spray bottle silhouette 
art of your favorite cartoon or book 
character.

Tuesday, March 5 (6:30 p.m.) 
ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK FAMILY 
NIGHT – Drop in for activities related 
to the Normandy Elementary School 
"One School, One Book" selection. 
Registration required.  

Saturday, March 9 (10 a.m.) 
PRESCHOOL STEAM – Join us for 

stories and a hands-on STEAM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering, art, 
mathematics) activity..

TEEN
Wednesdays, Feb. 20, 27 and 
March 6 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE 
– Grades 5 & up: Hang out with 
something fun to do after school – 
gaming, art, movies, technology and 
more! 

Saturday, March 2 (2 p.m.) STRUM 
ALONG – Grades 5-12. If you can 
strum a few chords on the ukulele, 
join us for music and fun. This pro-
gram is for those who attended You 
Can Uke at CCPL, or learned to play 
at school or on their own.

ADULT
Wednesday, Feb. 20 (7 p.m.) 
SIX DEADLY SCANDALS AT VER-
SAILLES: LOUIS & MARIE ANTOI-
NETTE – Hear the scandals that put 
the final nails in the coffin of the 
French empire. Be the judge and jury 
in the infamous Diamond Necklace 
Affair. Guilty or not? 

Thursday, Feb. 21 (7 p.m.) DECAL 
TOTE BAG – Learn how to prepare a 
decal for heat transfer and decorate 
a tote bag with the design. All sup-
plies will be provided. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Bay Village 
Branch.

Monday, March 4 (7 p.m.) A REAL 
READ: NONFICTION BOOK DIS-
CUSSION – We'll discuss "Heart-
land: A Memoir of Working Hard and 
Being Broke in the Richest Country 
on Earth" by Sarah Smarsh.

Friday, March 8 (10 a.m.) BAY-
ARTS BOOK DISCUSSION – Join 
friends, neighbors and library staff 
for this monthly book discussion on 
the BAYarts campus. This month's 
title, "The Friend" by Sigrid Nunez, is 
available at the library and BAYarts. 

Please register to attend the pro-
grams online at cuyahogalibrary.
org, call us at 440-871-6392, or stop 
in to the library at 502 Cahoon Road 
and register with a librarian. 

Bay Village Branch Library        
Upcoming programs  

CCPL then restarted 
the process by hiring a 
new architecture firm and 
engaging in more substan-
tive discussions with the 
public. The library system 
held several input sessions 
with the community, stu-
dents and branch staff to 
help provide guidance to 
the new team of architects.

The result was a set 
of design principles that 
included a blend of modern 
and classic design, group 
and private spaces, an 
open yet intimate feel, and 
a space that can adapt to 
changing community needs 
while honoring tradition. 
Oh, and it should look nice.

“I always believe that 
the library should be at 
least as beautiful as your 
living room – or why would 
you leave your house?” said 
Tracy Strobel, CCPL deputy 
director. “And in Bay Village, 
that’s a high standard.”

HBM Architects, a 
nationally recognized firm 
based in Cleveland that 
works almost exclusively in 
library design, began their 
presentation by showing 
that they had done their 
homework. The slideshow 
began with the arrival of the 
Cahoons in 1810, and quick-
ly progressed from the his-
tory of the city to the history 
of the city’s architecture.

Stephanie Peters, one of 
the project architects, high-
lighted more than a dozen 
of Bay’s historical structures 

– city hall; the Community 
House; Rose Hill; former 
school buildings of For-
estview and Parkview; and 
homes built by early Dover 
families including Osborn, 
Aldrich, Tuttle, Powell, 
Foote, Hagedorn, Wisch-
meyer and Lawrence.

Peters also shared 
insight into some of Bay Vil-
lage’s more recent proper-
ties that follow the New Eng-
land Cape Cod and colonial 
styles first introduced in the 
city by influential builder 
and Bay resident Arthur 
Krumwiede.

HBM president Peter 
Bolek identified specific 
style elements from the 
structures they reviewed, 
including wood siding, front 
porches, heavy trim detail, 
dormers and transom win-
dows. He then presented 
an architectural rendering 
of the new branch, show-
casing some of those same 
elements.

The white plank exteri-
or features a minimal stone 
base on the east-facing front 
facade, that gradually builds 
to encompass the first story 
as it wraps around the 
building toward the tree line 
on the west side.

A rotunda houses the 
main entrance and a cov-
ered colonnade evokes the 
feel of a front porch. Two 
chimneys rise from the 
south and west facades. 
A rooftop patio with an 
indoor/outdoor fireplace 
overlooks the Cahoon Creek 
valley, flanked by sections 
of living roof on either side. 
The walls are lined with 

double-hung windows and 
transoms; dormers stick out 
from the metal roof.

“The architecture 
on the exterior has a very 
strong and prominent feel,” 
Bolek said, “but we have the 
opportunity to create a very 
contemporary, 21st-century 
library within the structure 
of the envelope that we 
think is really indicative of 
what we learned about Bay 
Village, and the quality of 
housing and structures from 
early on until now.”

The interior has sepa-
rate adult and youth areas, 
meeting rooms, small study 
rooms and a cafe. A second 
floor overlooks the space 
below, with quiet reading/
study rooms and a corridor 
that can be lined with tables 
and chairs.

Four different site plans 
offer slight variations in traf-
fic patterns, green space 
and parking configurations.

“It’s certainly rare to 
get a history lesson in an 
architectural primer to city 
council,” Council President 
Dwight Clark remarked to 
the architects after the pre-
sentation. “I'm impressed 
by the depth of work in the 
planning and the variation 
of options you’ve provided. 
... It shows the desire to try 
to do something that fits 
with the style of our village.”

Future designs will be 
shared with city leaders 
as more details are added, 
before being submitted 
to a joint meeting of the 
Planning Commission 
and Architectural Board of 
Review. 

DESIGN        
from front page    

Support our 
advertisers.
And you’ll support our 
civic groups who have 
a voice in this great 
community resource.
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440-345-6752 
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com 

10% off through ’18 for Observer readers.

W E L C O M E  H O M E  
F O R  T H E  H O L I D AY S !

Thrive Westshore 
Is The Answer. 
www.thrivewestshore.com

Do You Worry About Mom 
When You Can’t 

Be Around?

Do you worry 
about Mom 

when you can’t 
be around?

Thrive Westshore 
is the answer.
www.thrivewestshore.com

440-345-6752
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com

Thanks to all of 
our advertisers.
 You keep us humming 

along!
You too can help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE 

opportunity to reach customers 
on a more personal and POSITIVE 

level, and to become part of 
this COMMUNITY project by 

participating as an advertising 
partner. Call us today at 

440-409-0114 or 
email staff@wbvobserver.com. 

Cleveland Foundry
Juniors

∙ 6th-12th grade rowing 
∙ Year-round opportunities
∙ No experience necessary

Check us out online: 
clevelandfoundry.org

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

by NANCY HEATON

Each year at BAYarts' 
annual fundraiser 
Moondance, a person 

(or people) who has made a 
difference in the community 
and in the arts gets a chance 
to "shine in the moonlight." 
On Sept. 14 this year, BAYarts 
will honor Gary and Pamela 
Ebert, who individually and 
together have contributed a 
lifetime of service to Bay Vil-
lage and to BAYarts' continu-
ing expansion.

In 2006, when BAYarts 
was forming a new board 
and hurdling other chal-
lenges, Gary stepped up with 
legal counsel and a genuine 
interest in seeing the new 
organization succeed. He 
has remained on the board 
ever since (only occasion-
ally leaving a meeting early 
for another city meeting or a 
grandchild's sporting match). 
Pam was the creative force 
behind BAYarts' sold out 
ENCORE! last year, a benefit 
for the playhouse renovation, 

raising twice the targeted 
funding goal (while making 
it look incredibly easy). 

Together, the Eberts 
are benefactors of 
BAYarts' historic 
red caboose, a pas-
sion project, fund-
ing renovations and 
upkeep over the 
years and dedicat-
ing it to their grand-
children. 

G a r y  a n d 
Pamela graduated 
from Ashland Uni-
versity and moved 
to Cleveland so that 
Gary could attend 
law school. Pamela taught 
elementary art in Rocky 
River and later music at St. 
Bernadette in Westlake. They 
moved to Bay Village in 1976 
where they raised their three 
children – Carrie, Amanda 
and Brian – and immediately 
became very involved in the 
community. Gary ran for city 
council in 1982 and in 1986 
was appointed law director. 
Together they co-chaired 

the Mayor’s Charity Ball for 
more than 20 years.

Over the years, Gary was 
president of the Bay Men’s 
Club, was involved in Kiwan-
is and co-founded the Village 
Foundation (now the Bay 
Village Foundation) with T. 
Richard Martin – dedicated 
to benefitting city organiza-
tions through funding and 
scholarships. Although he 

recently retired from the city, 
he remains a consultant and 
keeps up with his busy law 
practice. He is on the lead-
ership council of St. John 
Medical Center, a trustee 
for “Wigs for Kids” and, in 
addition to BAYarts, is on 
the board of directors for 
the International Municipal 
Lawyers Association.

Pamela was an active 
member of Bay Village 

Juniors, the Welcome Wagon 
and St. Raphael Guild where 
she served several years as 
the president. She has been 
a force at St. Raphael School 
for many years, as president 
and member of the Home 
and School Board, on count-
less other committees and 
substitute teaching. Before 
St. Raphael's had a full-time 
art teacher, she started the 

Picture Lady Pro-
gram, taking art 
history directly 
to the classroom. 
It is no surprise 
that in 1997, she 
was named Bay 
Village's Citizen 
of the Year for her 
volunteer work 
redecorating City 
Hall and other 
public buildings.

These days 
many of the 

Eberts' activities revolve 
around their five grandchil-
dren. Pam is still active in 
the arts: painting, sewing 
and knitting hats for “Wigs 
for Kids.” Gary is an avid 
gardener and loves to golf. 
Together they enjoy travel 
and spending time with 
family and friends.

Learn more about 
Moondance at bayarts.net/
events/moondance. 

BAYarts will honor 
Gary and Pamela 
Ebert at Moondance

Pamela and Gary Ebert

by FRED GREEN

Are you a relative of a 
veteran and want to 
honor them? Are you a 

civilian that has an interest in 
veteran and community sup-
port? Do you have the desire 
but not an opportunity? VFW 
Post 9693 wants to help.

The VFW has a formal 
organization called Auxilia-
ries that perform these func-
tions. They are a great help for 
the Posts and communities 
they support. However, Bay 

Village VFW Post 9693 does 
not have the membership to 
establish a VFW Auxiliary, but 
we do have a need.

We are looking for vol-
unteers that can assist us 
with events and coordina-
tion. There are no com-
mitments. Volunteers are 
welcome to attend our 
monthly meetings to learn 
about events and opportuni-
ties and they can assist with 
planning.

Volunteers cannot vote 
on official business but your 

input, assistance and opin-
ions regarding social and 
community events would be 
welcomed.

Bay Village VFW Post is 
small and we do not have a 
Post home. Communication 
and logistics are always a 
challenge. With many elderly 
and disabled members this 
chore falls on a few. More 
assistance will be appreci-
ated and help us stabilize 
our future.

Since this is not a require-
ment and all are volunteers, 

we would like to build a list of 
names that could be called on 
when needed. Your involve-
ment can be as little or as 
much as you want.

Auxiliaries have eligibil-
ity requirements to join, our 
only requirement is a desire 
to serve our greater West 
Shore communities and our 
veteran neighbors.

If interested please email 
vfwpost9693@gmail.com or 
call 440-941-5080 and leave a 
message with your name and 
contact information. 

Bay Village VFW looking for volunteers
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by NANCY TRAINER

What does a New England sea-
farer bring home from the 
orient? How did grandma 

spend time in her late years? Which 
farm chore was for the “girls”? 

You can visualize the past at the 
Bay Antiques & Vintage Show, on Sat-
urday, March 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Sunday, March 3, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
location is Bay High School, 29230 
Wolf Road. This is the 50th anniversary 
of this fundraising event for Bay High 
scholarships, hosted by the Bay Village 
Women’s Club.

To celebrate the anniversary, Club 
members will bring their own antiques 
to display, along with the dealers sell-
ing jewelry, shabby chic, home décor, 
toys and much more. The display pro-
vides a window to the past, along with 
the item’s story.

That seafarer: He brought home 
origami, folded papers of animals and 
people. China originated paper around 
100 A.D. By the 6th century, Buddhist 
monks brought this expensive-to-
create paper to Japan which folded 
shapes for religious ceremonies. The 
Japanese originated the name origami 
(“oru” meaning to fold, and “kami” for 
paper) which in the 1600s became a 
recreational art form.

The display at the Antiques Show 

will include framed origami from the 
1800s brought by the seafarer to his 
children in New England. Eventually 
his ancestors passed this collection 
on to Jennifer Gallant of Bay Village 
due to her interest in and collection 
of paper art. Jennifer notes the bright 
reds and blues have faded but are still 
clearly visible.

That grandma: Born in 1877, she 
retired as secretary of a private girls' 
school. Always punctual, she kept on 
her secretary desk an ornate clock 
from the early 1900s. At that desk she 
whiled away the hours playing soli-
taire, until her death in 1955. The clock 
remains in the family.

The girls on the farm: One of 
their tasks was churning the butter in 
a wooden churn from the 1920s. In the 
summer when the cows were out to 
pasture, the butter was a rich yellow; 
in the winter when they ate hay, the 
butter was pale. Dad sat on the milk-
ing stool, his cheek resting against the 
cow's warm flank, rhythmically milk-
ing into a big pail and giving a kitten 
or two a squirt now and then while 
the cow ate hay or chewed her cud. 
Upon selling the farm, the daughter 
rescued the churn for the sake of the 
vivid memories of aching arms and 
getting splashed in the eye when 
trying to peer down the churn’s hole. 
Is it butter yet? 

Objects of the past on display
BAY VILLAGE WOMEN’S CLUB

Darin Snyder's grandma's desk clock

Origami from the 1800s, part of Jennifer Gallant's collection

A butter churn owned by Conda Boyd

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

On Tuesday, Feb. 26, the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council will 
sponsor "Catch a Rising Star," 

a program showcasing the talents of 
Courtney Hausman, a senior student in 
Baldwin Wallace University's prestigious 
music theater program. This musical 
presentation, which is offered free to the 
community by the WWAC, is at 7 p.m. 
at Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 
Center Ridge Road.

Beth Burrier, BW associate profes-
sor and music director, will accompany 
Hausman on the piano to provide the 
audience a delightful array of musical 
show tunes. Citing "West Side Story" as 
her “favorite show to date,” Hausman 

said, ”Jerome Robbin’s choreography 
was the perfect personification of the 
music, always boiling right under the 
surface.” 

Hausman credits her home town, 
Lexington, Kentucky, with introducing 
her to theater and providing the oppor-
tunity to be part of a “vibrant arts com-
munity that led with contagious positiv-
ity.” Her attraction to the stage began in 
early childhood. “It started when I was 4 
and my first production was 'Beauty and 
the Beast' as a dancing fork,” she said.

The elements that Hausman 
believes drew her to theater are story-
telling, community and the “fight to 
keep your childhood imagination going 
for as long as possible.” She is grateful 
to the many creators and teachers who 

inspired her to pursue her pas-
sion for the arts.

Her family’s “uncondi-
tional” support is added moti-
vation for Hausman to perfect 
her craft. She describes her 
parents and younger sister as 
“super humans,” explaining her mother 
is an early childhood trainer, her father 
is a college professor in educational 
leadership and her sister, a college fresh-
man, is studying cellular and molecular 
biology.

Hausman is a self-proclaimed 
“advocate of novelty socks” with a 
leaning toward yellow submarines. 
She believes novelty socks are a way 
for introverts to “quietly express them-
selves.” So, following her Feb. 26 perfor-

mance, if time allows the audience to 
pose questions to the performers, her 
socks just might get some attention.

This is the seventh year that WWAC 
has sponsored “Catch a Rising Star” pro-
grams, which provide an opportunity to 
enjoy young, talented performers with-
out cost. This endeavor embodies the 
WWAC mission to provide an enhanced 
and broadened cultural life that will pro-
mote awareness, education and involve-
ment in the arts. 

BW Rising Star Courtney Hausman

BW Rising Star Courtney Hausman

by BETH PATTERSON

Registration for the annual 
March Madness 3-on-3 
Tournament at the West-

lake Recreation Center has begun. 
For over 10 years boys and girls 
have participated in this friendly 
double-elimination competition. 
We are excited to continue this 

long tradition of friendly compe-
tition and sportsmanship.

The tournament has separate 
divisions for boys and girls subdi-
vided in grades 3 and 4, 5 and 6, and 
7 and 8. Rosters are limited four 
players per team with games being 
played on quarter courts officiated 
by certified referees. The Girls Divi-
sion will play on Thursday, March 

14, and the Boys Division will play 
on Saturday, March 16.

The registration deadline is 
Wednesday, March 6. Registration 
packets are available at the front 
desk of the Westlake Recreation 
Center or online at www.cityof-
westlake.org/287/Recreation. Cost 
to participate is $65 for Westlake 
Recreation Center members (two 
players must be current members), 
and $75 for non-member teams.

For more information, con-
tact Adam Rogers at 440-617-4420 
or arogers@cityofwestlake.org. 

WESTLAKE RECREATION CENTER

Let the madness begin!

Two boys' teams takes a timeout for some extra 
instruction during a previous March Madness competition.
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by MICHAEL NOCK

Doctors appoint-
ments can be tough 
on your mom, when 

she’s faced with ever-chang-
ing offices and doctors, 
distant parking, check-in 
terminals, increased testing, 
shorter appointments ... all 
at an age when her hearing, 
vision, thinking and confi-
dence aren’t where they were 
even five to 10 years ago. 

To improve the odds of 
her staying healthier and 
happier, and living longer, it 
helps to focus on the three 
P’s to improve the outcomes 
of her appointments.
Preparation

The days before her 
appointment are as impor-
tant as the 20 minutes your 
mom will spend with the 
doctor. It’s time to discuss 
who she’ll be seeing, why, 
where and when, and to 
create a plan for the day. 

Help her prepare by 

asking questions she might 
be asked: “How have you 
been since last visit?” “Do 
you have pain?” “Are you 
eating and sleeping well?” 
“Are you tolerating your 
medicine?” “Do you need 
refills?” Then ask her to think 
of questions she might have 
for the doctor. 

On the day before the 
appointment, help her pack 
a bag with reading material, 
cards, a crossword, digital 
photos or a craft, to pass 
the inevitable waiting time. 
Especially if her hearing is 
failing, not all rooms will be 
conducive to conversation. 
And prepare for the ubiqui-
tous waiting room TV, too 
loud and tuned to something 
intolerable. Finally, don’t 
forget her insurance cards!
Participation

There are a few steps 
you can take to start appoint-
ment day on the right foot. 
To summarize: Leave way 
too early so she can set the 

walking pace all day; leave 
your car running at the curb 
to walk her in – then park; 
and step in immediately if 
there’s digital check-in.

During the appoint-
ment, for the sake of her 
dignity, resist the urge to 
take charge. But be ready 
with pad, pen and questions. 
Remember that Mom prob-
ably has a disproportion-
ate reverence for the words 
of her doctor and may be 
bashful about asking ques-
tions, which is a big reason 
you’re there. You’ll find that 
doctors appreciate the extra 
set of ears. They’re no more 
interested in repeat visits 
than you are in taking more 
days off from work for these 
appointments.

I cannot over-stress 
this point: If Mom’s over 75, 
there’s no way she should be 
there alone, and the friendly 
neighbor or retirement vil-
lage driver are absolutely 
not qualified to act as her 

co-pilot. (I have a recom-
mendation if you can’t find 
someone to stand in if you’re 
unavailable.)
Practice

Almost everything 
in the previous two P’s is 
wasted if there’s no proper 
follow-through. It’s up to you 
and your mom to make sure 
that the advice is heeded, 
the prescription is filled 
and taken, the exercises are 
performed, and the diet is 
followed.

At her age, there’s truly 
nothing more important to 
your mom than her health. 
Everything else – her ability 
to get out, stay connected, 
maintain friendships, enjoy 
her grandchildren – depends 
upon it. Cutting corners 
on follow-through leads 
to poorer health and more 
appointments, or worse.

My prescription for you: 
Try to budget time with your 
mom for a post-game lunch.

Then as you drive 
home, allow yourself some 
satisfaction in knowing that 
without your help, today 
might have been an ordeal 
for your mom. When she's 
safely home, think about 
how lucky both of you are to 
have this time together. 

SENIOR LIVING

For Mom's doctors appointments, 
remember the three P's

by TAK SATO

How’s your pet lizard 
doing? You do own 
a pet chameleon if 

you have a smartphone or a 
tablet.

A chameleon, my favor-
ite analogy for a smartphone, 
can change its body colors for 
“camouflage, but most com-
monly in social signaling and 
in reactions to temperature 
and other conditions” per 
Wikipedia. If environmental 
conditions trigger a chame-
leon's multiple palette skin 
tones to adapt to their sur-
roundings, apps enable a 
smartphone to be more than 
a phone.

But there are too many 
apps in the mutually exclu-
sive “App Store” for Apple 
devices and Google’s “Play 

Store” for Android-based 
devices. I quickly searched for 
a magnifying glass app and at 
least 200 different magnify-
ing glass apps were in the 
Play Store; probably similar 
observations can be made in 
the App Store. Fortunately, 
there are tips to narrow down 
your candidates by looking at 
the data presented for each 
app listed.

The first is the average 
“rating” out of five stars. 
This can be represented as 
a number next to a single 
solid star or outline of five 
stars with whole or fractional 
number of stars filled to rep-
resent its average rating.

The second number 
gives more credence to the 
rating as it represents how 
many people contributed to 
the average rating. Simply 

put, a rating of 4.9 derived 
from 200 reviewers is not as 
convincing as an app with 
4.7 rating derived from 7,000 
reviewers in my opinion, 
even if the first app has a 
higher rating.

The third number, which 
may or may not show, is the 
actual number of people who 
installed the app. It doesn’t 
represent how many kept it 
so may not be too helpful.

Frankly, even with the 
first two numbers to aid you 
in the arduous task to find 
the app of your liking, it will 
require some trial and error. 
Again, use these numbers 
to narrow down to a couple 
of apps that you want to try. 
Once installed, use it to see 
if you like it; if not, uninstall. 
Repeat.

Basically there are two 
types of apps: free or pre-
mium. The former is usually 
supported by advertisements 
but can be converted to a 
premium app, sans adver-
tisement, by paying a fee. 

Although not a totally new 
concept and seen as “share-
ware” software since the 
1980s, this “freemium” busi-
ness model spread to apps 
and digital world-based ser-
vices with the advent of the 
cloud.

Going back to the 
magnifying glass example, 
once I find “the” magnify-
ing glass app to my liking, I 
look within the app’s menu 
system for words such as 
premium, upgrade, or pro 
to see how much they’re 
asking to rid of the annoy-
ing (to me) advertisements. 
If constant advertisements 
don’t annoy you, keep using 
it for free.

As I wrote in the previ-
ous article of this three-part 
series, I recommend buying 
a gift card for the store used 
by your device to pay for your 
app purchases rather than 
registering your credit card 
to limit your losses in case 
you are victimized. Happy 
hunting! 

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Is this app for me?

by COLLEEN HARDING

It is pretty standard to receive a mes-
sage with a character or a symbol 
attached to it these days. The emblem 

suggests our mood and how we would 
like the message to be accepted.

It's pretty terrific when you think 
about it. In the past, we had to rely on the 
state of mind of the recipient, when the 
message was delivered. Today, we can 
attach a simple smiley face or thumbs up 
or even a personalized Bitmoji to convey 
our intent. The addition to the message 
can be beneficial.

When email first appeared as a 
form of communication, many mes-
sages were received out of context 
because of the wording, delivery style or 
the recipient's state of mind. Mistakes 
were made because communicating by 
email was used instead of a face-to-face 
conversation.

Verbal conversations came with 
emotion and eye contact. It was easier 
to understand what was intended for the 
discussion because it came with body 
language. It was difficult, at times, for 
the younger generations to know that a 
verbal conversation was expected and 
not a quick text.

Today, we attach something to indi-
cate how we would like the message to 
be received. For example: "Have a nice 
day" could mean I want you to have a 
nice day, or it could mean I'm done with 
you, go away, please. When we add the 
image or symbol, it clarifies the intent.

Here's the downside to our little 
figures and friends. If we use them too 
much and never speak to anyone direct-
ly, we are missing the boat. 

Nothing replaces the eye contact 
that goes with a face-to-face conver-
sation. Eye contact shows that we are 
listening and comprehending what is 
being said.

Eye contact and verbal responses 
come with emotion. Emotion can be 
sympathetic, empathetic, kind, unkind 
and something more than a symbol. 
Though our emojis are cute and fun, 
there are times when they are entirely 
inappropriate.

When a quick response is needed 
and may be delivered via email or text, 
the emojis may work favorably. When a 
real conversation is necessary to allow 
us to express emotion, a face-to-face 
conversation is a must. We were given 
the gift of a voice for verbal expression 
of our thoughts, needs, hopes, etc. If we 
were not meant to use our verbal skills, 
we would have been born holding a cell 
phone. 

Emojis and 
Emotion

READER'S OPINION

SHARE YOUR NEWS ABOUT WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE 
Take pride in your community; take part in your community newspaper! 

We’re calling for news and information from our neighborhoods, civic groups, community organizations, booster groups, schools, churches and 
more in Westlake and Bay Village. Write stories, announce events or take photos.

You don’t need experience – if you see something of interest, write about it or take a picture and send it in!
Sign up today in the online newsroom at

wbvobserver.com/members



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   
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COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Help Support Your Observer  ADVERTISE YOUR COMMUNITY EVENT
Help sustain this free citizens newspaper by advertising your next community event.

Call us today at 440-409-0114 or email us at staff@wbvobserver.com

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

 
The Bay Village Women’s Club Foundation 

 

 

 

* Antiques,   Vintage,   Repurposed,   Shabby Chic * 
* Jewelry,   Home Décor,   Toys,  &  much more * 

 
Fundraiser at 

Bay High School 
29230 Wolf Road 

 

$5 Donation for Scholarship Fund 
Children under 12 free 

   10 am - 5 pm 
  11 am - 4 pm 

 

Free Appraisals 1-3 pm 
Limit 1 item each day 

Sat. - Jewelry    Sun. - Antiques 
 

www.BayWomensClub.org    440-334-7539 

 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
CUYAHOGA WEST CHAPTER, OHIO 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Cuyahoga West members and guests travel to the 
Westlake LDS Family History Center. Meet in the 
lobby, right front east entrance at 6:30 p.m.  Betty 
Franklin will demonstrate how to “Expand Your 
Research with FamilySearch Wiki." NOTE: Change 
of location is for February meeting only.
Westlake Family History Center, 25000 Westwood Rd.

Thursday, Feb. 21, 7-8:45 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Improve your speaking and leadership skills in a 
fun, supportive environment. Meetings are on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Saturday, Feb. 23, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
EMPOWERING U LUNCH AND LEARN
Empowering U is the Normandy Senior Living’s 
new campus-wide health initiative to support 
healthy lifestyles for our residents and the 
local community. The free lunch and learn 
event will include a panel discussion featuring 
Sha'Ran Marshall, Kathryn Eyring, Julie Wise, 
Melissa Renner and Jack Nemecek. RSVP to Kim 
Zdanowicz at kim@thenormandy.com or call 440-
333-5401 and select 3 for Breakwater.
Breakwater Apartments, 22701 Lake Rd., Rocky River

Saturday, Feb. 23, 4:30 p.m.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL
Join our great meal for good conversation and 
fellowship!  The meal is hosted by Church of the 

Redeemer, Westlake and Clague Road Church, 
North Olmsted. No carry outs. The church is 
accessible to the physically challenged.
Clague Road UCC, 3650 Clague Rd., North Olmsted

Monday, Feb. 25, 11:30 a.m.
JAPANESE MAPLE GARDEN
Maryann Thesing of Garden PHD Design will 
focus on thinking dwarf for our gardens. A 
four-season dream where the focus is on form, 
color and texture. All interested gardeners are 
welcome. There is a $5 fee for guests. Please make 
reservations at bayvillagegardenclub.com or by 
calling Sharen at 440-871-9098.
Bay United Methodist Church, 29931 Lake Rd.

Monday, Feb. 25, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
ROCKY RIVER CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY 
CONCERT
The RRCMS presents “Late Romanticism in 
Transition,” an evening of art songs featuring 
Amelia D’Arcy, soprano, and Hyunsoon Whang, 
piano. The first work to be performed, "Arabeske" 
by Early Romantic composer Robert Schumann, 
will set the scene for works of such Late Romantic 
composers as Richard Strauss, Charles Ives, 
George Gershwin and Francis Poulenc. There is no 
admission charge and all are welcome.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Monday, Feb. 25, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
ROCKY RIVER COMMUNITY CHORUS 
REHEARSALS
The 52-member Rocky River Community Chorus 

resumes rehearsals for their spring concert. 
Singers from all area communities are welcome 
and prospective members may attend their first 
rehearsal before registration. The fee is $40. For 
information call 630-901-0564.
Rocky River Middle School choir room,1631 
Lakeview Ave.

Tuesday, Feb. 26, 10 a.m.-noon
HEALTH SCREENINGS
Join us as we offer the following screenings to you 
free of charge: glucose, cholesterol, bone density, 
hearing, blood pressure and more.
Westlake Community Services, 29694 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 11 a.m.
BAY VILLAGE STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS
Hear from Mayor Paul Koomar as he will 
summarize the financial standing of the city, as 
well as highlight major projects and progress of 
each of the City's departments. There will also be 
time to answer any questions that you may have. 
It is wonderful opportunity to hear firsthand what 
is going on in Bay Village. RSVP to 440-835-6565.
Dwyer Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Friday, March 1, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE WATERSHED GROUP
The city’s environmental education and 
involvement projects are directed by our citizens 
committee, the Westlake Watershed Group, 
comprised of Westlake residents, business people 
and employees. The meeting is open to the public 
and a continental breakfast is provided. 
Westlake City Hall, 27700 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, March 2, 7 p.m.
KNIGHT TO REMEMBER: MARDI GRAS
You're invited to a Mardi Gras celebration with 
the Knights of Columbus of St. Ladislas, Council 
#13673. There will be music, dinner and dancing 
with a silent auction and raffles! Tickets are $35 
and available at the St. Ladislas Parish Office or 
by visiting www.tinyurl.com/MardiGrasLads. Call 
440-835-2300 for more information.
St. Ladislas Church, Cullen Hall Ballroom, 2345 
Bassett Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, March 5, 6:30 p.m.
FOOD ALLERGIES: SUPPORT AND 
RESOURCES 
Abby Glick, M.D., of Northeast Ohio Food Allergy 
Network will share tips for dealing with food 
outside the home and managing family and friends 
who just don’t understand. We will also discuss 
“25 Things Only a Food Allergy Parent Would 
Understand.” Free, supervised children’s activities 
are available, but adults and children must register 
separately; visit connectingforkids.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 6, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer assistance to the 
public. If you have data recorded to pedigree and/
or family group sheets, please bring these forms 
with you, to help volunteers help you. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

by MEGAN NAVRATIL

The Holly Lane Elementary 
PTA will hold its annual 
Big Kid Resale event on 

Saturday, April 13, from 8:00 

a.m. to noon. The event will be 
held at Westlake High School, 
27830 Hilliard Blvd.

The sale will feature gently 
used children's clothing, size 5T 
to juniors, kids' toys, games, and 

books, as well as sports, music 
and computer equipment, fur-
niture and miscellaneous items.

Admission is $5 for the ear-
ly-bird preview from 8:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. and $1 for entrance 

from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Cash 
sales only. Please, no bills larger 
than $20. Small bills appreciated 
at the door.

Vendor registration is cur-
rently open. Westlake Elemen-
tary School PTA members may 
purchase a spot for $20. Non-
PTA members may purchase 

a spot for $25. All vendors are 
required to bring a bake sale 
donation. Vendors price and 
sell their own items and keep 
all the profits.

For more information or 
to register as a vendor, visit 
my.cheddarup.com/c/westlake-
big-kid-resale. 

Holly Lane PTA to host Big Kid Resale


